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The M cDougall Common-place Book
Montreal, Sept 21% 1825

Recently, Mrs Evelyn O'Nell |, of Omemee, asked for an assessment of a family treasure. Perhaps, you have
something compar able and wonder whether it would have wider interest. Thistreasure primarily hasthe form of a
common-placebodk. However, virtually everything hasbeen copied by hand, suggesting that someone d se kept the
original copy-book. Thisitem has been donated to the Trent Valley Archives, and this report may serve as a
finding aid.

One can learn quitea bit from common-pacebodks. They dften contain favorite dippings from newspapersand
magazines, and theclippingswill pant to biographical or intdlectual pertinence

1 Tucked into thefront of the book is a copy of a survey diagran showing a grant of 3000 acreson the
Ottawa River to a Lieut. Cd. Robertson in the Township of Chatham. Signed M.A. MD.

2. The transcription of a speech by a Mr Phillip to the London Hibernian School Society, Sligo, 1820. p. 1-5

3. An anecdot e about Archbishop Fenelon suggesting that many of Louis XIV’s friends only came to chapel
to flatter him. p 6

4, An attr active watercolour of two British ships; the rest of the page contains six common sayings arranged
in ahexagon. p 7

5. Several short poems, epigrams and other commonplaces, pp 8-32. Some items noted are: a cut-out

watercolour image o someone fram the back. p 15; an excerpt about George 111in 1814. pp 11-2; “The
Ladies Thermomete,” pp 16-17; “Duration of English Parliaments’, p 18; “French Account of the State
of Matrimony in England in 1816," p 19; oaths a the Champs de Mars, p 22; hand-tinted litho print of a
fashionalde lady, p 23. A pagedevaed to the singularity of theletter “A”, p 25; histaric anecddes; an
acrosticon Napoleon, p 27; howto answver questionsin the House of Commans, p 28; Wdsh epitaphsand
other sayings; alist of poe laureates from 1598 to 1790, p 31.

6. “North West Expedition,” Lieut Parry, 1819, p 33-38; hand drawn coloured map showing passages
through the Arctic islands.

7. Poetry, pp 39-43; including “Discovery better than Conquest” p 39; “ToaYoung Lady” p 39; and“To A
Young Married Man,” pp 40-42. Note unidentified silhouette, p 43.

8. History items, pp 44-61, including excerpts from the Annual Regiger 1782, pp 44-45; “Horrid Vengeance

taken by an Highland Chief,” 1814, pp 46-47; “Patriotic Song” [on the defeat of Napoleon] p 48-49;
“Prayer of the Heroic Lord Nelson” p 51 accompanying a watercolour of a British ship; predictions, 1788,
of M de la Harpe, which were literally fulfilledin subsequent 25years, pp 52-57; predictionsby the
Bishop of Arles, 1610, pp 60-61.

9. More commonplaces, pp 6Xf, induding a vacabulary of fashionablephrases, p 62; “Luaetia Grenville,”
pp 68-69; “Obervaionson Time”, p 70; Dean Swift’s “ Daysof the Book’, pp 71-72; “ English Discovery
of Madeira, 1544" pp 80-81; “Oliver Cromwell,” p 88; “Genera Wolfe's Death,” pp 97-98; “Advice from
aMatron to aYoung Lady concerning Wedlock,” pp 99-100; on tobacco, p 104; atitudes of mountains,
depths of lakes, p 108; cal culation of distancesfrom Moscow, p 109, Vengeancetaken by a Highland
Chief, pp 110-111 (cf 46-47); “Lad Byron’'s Riddle upon the letter 1,” p 116; “A Turkish LoveLetter,” pp
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120-121;” Murder of Miss McCrea,” pp 122-123.

The Pavilion at Saratoga Springs, p 140; the Battle of Tallapoosa, 27 March 1814, reported to General
Jackson, pp 145-146, including tip-in hand-drawn map of the battle; Spanish Armada, pp 150-151,

Moscow deserted, 1812, p 152; “Battle of Chippewa, July 5™, 1814,” includi ng hand drawn and colour ed
battle plan, pp 155-156, 159-161.

Jordan River, p 162; Nahant, Massachusetts, pp 181-183; Ottawa River, p 184; “Beauty’ sAlphabet,” p
204; “The Quebec Fashionables,” a poem, pp 208-210; “Reply to the Foregoing Lines: to the author of
some scandal ous verses lately circul ated in Quebec,” pp 211-212, by Mr Jolliffe.

Napdeon 2™, 1 January 1819, pp 216-217; “ Scotland,” p 220; “Equivocal Verses by a French
Republican,” p 222; “The Curse of Sootland” [the 9 of diamonds at the Battle of Culloden], p 224;
“Podical Partraits,” p 225; “City o Algies’, including two tipped-in hand-drawn and coloured maps, 9
pages, and a surrender of Algiers, [1816].

There are severa hand-made arti stic valentines, and envelopes that might have carried a valentine. After
the titl e page we have two decorati ve hand-made envel opes each containi ng a mi niature print clipped

from a book about a kni ght carrying a damsel on his charger. Aswell, valentine items incl ude: decorative
envelope containing pressed something (p 67); Valentine 1823 (p 117); valenti ne (p 147); decorated
envelope (p 149); vaetine (p 153);Valentine to Miss Jessie (?), 1823, p 169, including tip-in hand-made
valentine; “Genuine Heroism,” p 170-171; Vaentine, p 177, including the glued in valentine; valentine (p

175); valentine (envd opeopening toreveal two vases (p 177); an angel (p 200); “To athers Characta's
our own” (p 213); “High Winds’ envelope opening to different scene (p 227); flowers (unpaged); forest
scene with a bridge (unpaged).

There are sevara fashion cut-outs, usually featuring movale parts: “Asylum Dress’ (p 101); “Lucind in
the French Costume” (p 107); “The Russian Costume” (p 113); “The Turkish Costume” (p 119);
“Circassian Costume” (p 125); “Nun” (p 129);

Other atwork not naed in the foregoing summary included: Sepia wash of a former sea-side batlement

(preface); two British ships (p 7); back view a man (pl5); fashionablelady (p 23); Dunnolly castie (print
from newspaper) near Oban (p 59);Les Grimaces by L. Bailly, lithograph by deDelpeck (between pp 96
and 97) removed from a book; Char mantes fleurs (p 115); “ Sketch of the River Santafe Isle of Pines,
1824" (p 131); floral envdope“ Trifle” containing an 1850 clipping about the American whale ship “ ohn
Henry” taking charge of the “Resolute” which had been abandoned off Melville Id and, 1848 (p 134); Two
Indiansin colourful dress (p 159); aburning ship (p 173); two watercolour scenes, of avill age and of
firefighters at a burning house (p 185); two scenes, of a horse and sleigh, and of a sail-boat and a
fisherman (p 199); riddle envel ope creating four men: Mr Orberry, Jugin Greedy;, Mr Simmonsand
Baron Munchausen (p 205); “Things as they are!!!” a caricature of two cocksfighting (p 207);
“Antithesis’ [two churches walking on legs, apparently St Mary’s Bdleville Crescent and St George's
Charlotte's Square] (p 215); “Things as they ought to be” [caricature of two clergymen, apparently Mr
Thompson and Mr Gray] (p 219).

Tip-in ALS from Angus Shaw, Newark, 30 October 1827, to Misses McDougall. “My dearest nieces:
There is among the fine things which | left in yoaur Housea Large Powder Horn with a map o the Raute
of theBritish Army which took possessian of Mantreal in 1760 engraved upan it and which Horn was
owned by Lard Amherst who Commanded the Army. This Harn | have given to my old friend Cd.

McKay, who | have seen here and | request yau to ddiver it tohim. | am obliged togo from home to-day
on some Business therefore must concl ude in haste. My Very Dear Nieces, your ever Affectionate Uncle,
Angus Shaw.”

“A Triumphal Ode Sung at theClear Grit ClubRoom, Sept 17, 1878 as taken down by the Specid

Reparter,” by B.B.S,, loose item.

A later hand, the current owner of thistreasure, used blank pages at the end to begi n atasteful scrapbook
of stories d common interest around 1939-1940. The pidorial itemsfrom Saturday Night include FDR
and theWhiteHouse; Gearge V1 and Elizabeth; the Dionnequintuplets; Lard and Lady Twesdsmuir (and
several rdatedto thefuneral of John Buchan). As well, there are a few newspaper dippings from the
Sudbury Sar.

What isit possibleto say about the people and the lives touched by thisinter esting pot-pourri? The easiest point of
entry isthe letter from Angus Shaw to histwo ni eces. Angus Shaw wasacolourful character in Canadian hi sory.



He was one of the fur trade entrepr eneur s who made life difficul t for the Hudson’s Bay Company until the uni on of
the fur tradecompaniesin 1821 The niecesappear to be the daughters o Duncan Mdougall, dso a fur trader,
and thesisters o GeorgeMcDaugall, whowasthe executor d Shaw’ simpressive edate in 1832. We areon the
edge o the Beaver Club scciety, the sodal eliteof Mantreal.

The MdDougallsand the Shaws did many amazing things. Duncan McDaugall, far exampe, was a founde of Fort
Agtoria. Angus Shaw |ed many trips to James Bay and was engaged in efforts to ensure that Hudson Strait was not
a private waterway.

It would seam that theartistin the groupwould be M.A. McDougdl, but some of theitemspointto a sscond siger,
Jamesina. It may be that thisis ajoint efort, if the two siste's wereeach trying to havethis comman-place book.

The next question might be to trace what is the connection between the Sudbury girl of 1940 and the two
McDouwgall sisters of 1825. Perhapswe can learn something of the provenance and genealogy for our next issue.

Somehow that link will takeus past B.B.S, and tha curiousClear Grit ade of 1878. After reading the ode, the
search hastobe for a Liberal journalist, just possibly a descendent of Angus Shaw. Perhaps, sameone auch as
Benjamin Sulte.

There ae other questions raised by this intriguing common-place book. If we have theright family, whatis the
connection with the elaborate items related to Algers ? This takes on extra interest since the attack on the World
Trade Centre on the 11 September 2001. Algier s was one of the Barbary towns noted for the pi rates that plagued
the Mditerranean for centuries, and were finally put under control by thetwowarswith the United Satesin the
years when Britain and France were engaged in the great Revdutionary War. The allusion could also be to all
things Turkish, as the 1820swasthe decadewhen Greece faught for itsindependence. The key articleon Algiers
reads likean encyclopaedia article, but the two hand-drawn maps of Algiers st it aside

Alsopeauliar are thebattle plans for theBattle of Tallapoosaand fa the Battle of Chippewa, two rather dbsaure
battles rdated to Tecumseh and the Indians who supported the British during the War of 1812. Armed with more
knowledge of the McDaugalls and the Shaws wemight be alde to make the connections.

The common-placebook has many tales totell, if only we can bregk the codes This one allows us to makelinks to
awald 175years ago, and to events that seemed important then gretched back further centuries. Moreover, we ae
reminded that words can indeed take on life just because someone thought it deserved a note. What a wanderful
treasur e!



